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Haustblot: A Sacrifice to Yngvi-Freyr 
 
The Skylands Haustblot was a huge success this year. Hosted by Joseph goði, Haustblot 
centered on our sacrifice to Yngvi-Freyr. The beautiful altar was adorned with autumn’s bounty 
and the sacrifice was made of fruits and vegetables from members’ gardens as well as a 
shattered knife tip.  
 
For those less familiar with the God Freyr, Snorri Sturluson recounts in his Prose Edda, 
 

“Njördr in Nóatún begot afterward two children: the son was called Freyr, and the 
daughter Freyja; they were fair of face and mighty. Freyr is the most renowned of 
the Æsir; he rules over the rain and the shining of the sun, and therewithal the fruit of the 
earth; and it is good to call on him for fruitful seasons and peace. He governs also the 
prosperity of men.” 	

 
The well-attended event included guests from both the Asatru Folk Assembly (AFA) and the 
Irminfolk Odinist Community. This was a great opportunity to share stories, laughs and of course 
a bounteous feast with old friends and new. During Sumble, Skylands accepted a bid for 
Associate membership from Jeremy G.   
 



 
The altar at Haustblot 
 

 
 

AFA Winter Nights in the Poconos 
 
The AFA hosted their fifth annual Winter Nights event in the Poconos and Skylands Asatru 
Fellowship was on-hand to participate and enjoy this large national event. There’s nothing 
like getting to spend an entire weekend with fellow heathens in a beautiful setting. Joseph 
goði taught a wonderful class on the Land Wights. Taking inspiration from the lecture, a small 
Skylands contingent set off to leave an offering for the land wights at the picturesque falls on 
the campgrounds. 



We were also honored to witness the ordination of Joseph goði into the AFA Clergy Program 
– a great honor and the result of much hard work.  The weekend was filled with inspirational 
blots, sumbles, food and drink, as well as an evening of great music from the neo-folk bands 
Changes and Apibus. 

 

 
The Skylands contingent and friend pays their respects to the land wights 

 

 



 
Skylands Stands for Freedom of Speech: 
Drops from Pocono Folk Metal Fest 
	
Skylands Asatru Fellowship had been confirmed as a vendor at this year’s Pocono Folk 
Metal Fest. The plan was to set up our booth and to share information both about Asatru in 
general and about Skylands more specifically. On October 1st, our Board of Directors was 
informed that the people running the festival had buckled under pressure from an extremist 
organization to drop one of the bands, Norsewind, from the bill. Several of us were familiar 
with the band that has performed at AFA and Irminfolk events in the past.   
 
Skylands issued this statement on our Facebook page: 
 

To demonstrate our commitment to the principle of freedom of speech, even if it is 
speech with which we do not necessarily agree, Skylands Asatru Fellowship will not 
be vending at this year's Pocono Folk Metal Fest as originally planned. While we 
understand the financial issues at stake, we feel that de-platforming the 
band Norsewind merely because a handful of antifa bullies issued a threat, was not 
the morally correct decision to make. When one caves in to such pressure once, one 
sets a bad precedent, and it's entirely likely that they'll discover another group they 
have some issue with, and insist they be dropped as well. Giving in to bullies never 
works.	

	
Fall Classes have begun! 
 
The 2016 / 2017 Asatru “school year” has begun.  We have two sets of classes running this year.  
We have continued the very popular Asatru 101 series.  We have also added under the auspices 
of the Rune Gild a series of Runa workshops for those who are interested in Northern Magic. 
 
Asatru 101 began with an overview “The Big Picture” that served as a useful introduction for 
those new to Asatru. The series continued in October with a look at the complexities of “The 
Afterlife” in the northern worldview. 
 
Joseph goði introduced various forms of Northern Magic in the first Runa workshop. The class is 
using Edred Thorsson’s classic Futhark: A Handbook of Rune Magic as our “text book.”  
Thorsson’s book is certainly a must-have for every heathen library. 
 
Students in the class are learning the Elder Futhark by practicing daily Stadhagaldr. This 
technique joins together Stadha or Runic Yoga with Galdr, the magical practice of singing or 
chanting the runes. While it is unlikely that Stadha has long historic roots (it was largely 
developed by Friedrich Bernhard Marby during the early Twentieth Century), it is a great way to 
both learn and internalize the runes. 
 
While classes are underway, those who have missed a class are encouraged to join us.   
 



 
Thorsson's Futhark 

 
Joseph goði leads a class on the Afterlife 



 
Skylands November Calendar 
Asatru 101 Class 
Date: November 13, 2016 
Time: 06:30 PM 
Location: Stanhope, NJ 

 
Runa Workshop 
Date: November 27, 2016 
Time: 06:30 PM 
Location: Stanhope, NJ 
 
New Moon Offering 
 
Date: October 30, 2016 
 
Everyone is encouraged to make an offering to their local land-spirits. By making regular 
offerings, we increase the bonds of friendship between ourselves and the spirits of the earth.  
 
New Moon Offering 
 
Date: November 29, 2016 
 
Everyone is encouraged to make an offering to their local land-spirits. By making regular 
offerings, we increase the bonds of friendship between ourselves and the spirits of the earth.  
	
What is the Skylands? 
 
“The Skylands” refers to the five counties in northwest New Jersey; Hunterdon, Morris, Somerset, 
Sussex, and Warren. Together, the Skylands is one of the most beautiful and “natural” regions of 
the Garden State, with mountains, forests, farmland, rivers, and lakes. Our Fellowship is based in 
this region, but people from all over are welcome, as long as you can make it to events. Sorry 
if you were expecting some big important meaning out of Norse mythology. Nope; sometimes 
things are simple! 
 
	
Follow Skylands on-line! 
 
For more information about our tribe and our events, please visit our website 
at www.skylandsasatru.org  
 
Don't forget to friend us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/skylandsasatru/ 
 
Skylands Asatru Fellowship is also on Twitter.  Follow us at: https://twitter.com/Skylands_Asatru 
 
Remember to sign up for our events on our Meetup page: http://www.meetup.com/NJ-Asatru/	


