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Skylands Celebrates Yule

T

here can be little doubt that Yule is one of the highlights of the year for members of
Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship. Members gathered to enjoy a day of ritual, laughs, good
cheer, and sumptuous food. Throughout the afternoon, members dined on a wide array of
appetizers including fresh fruit, vegetables, popcorn chicken, and hot soft German pretzels
with cheese sauce.
With plenty of ale and horns of mead to share we launched the reading of our Krampus play
by singing the “ancient” Krampus carol “The Twelve Days of Krampus.” Don V. served as
our narrator and began to tell a tale of the Gods and their travel during a cold and snowy day
on Midgard when we heard a knock at the door. None other than Asgard’s mighty thunder
God Thor himself
accompanied by the
Krampus entered our
humble abode and joined
in on our festivities
(special thanks to Gene
H. and Erik G). I am
happy to report that
candy and mjolnir
cookies were distributed
to all – and that no
children (or dogs) were
carried off by the
Krampus!
As dusk arrived members
participated in our blót, a
sacred drama that
reennacted Odin’s Wild
Hunt. An offering of a
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straw pig was placed in
the fire along with
each member’s wishes
for the new year.
Following our ritual,
all sat down to enjoy a
hearty feast featuring a
traditional Yule ham,
potatoes, mac ‘n’
cheese, creamed kale,
and bread and honey.
As the day gave way to
the evening all
gathered around the
table for Sumbel.
This year’s Sumbel
was long and the
words spoken over the
horn were heartfelt and hopeful. Perhaps it was due to the delicious mead that filled the horn.
Perhaps the mead itself tasted so good due to words spoken over the horn. Regardless, there
were many toasts to the Gods.
There were an unusual
number of toasts to Eir for
healing of members and
relatives. There were many
gifts shared. We were also
thrilled to induct into our
ranks two new members, Jess
D. and Maclean D.
Enjoying the Yule feast

Finally our celebration had
come to a close. As members
enjoyed a wonderful
chocolate Yule log and coffee,
all said their farewells and
ventured off into the night. It
was a God Jul indeed.

Don V. leads blot in ritual garb
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Yule 2018 Photo Gallery
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Found Again
This month’s feature article comes from the newly launched blog Tales from the Iron Wood
(talesfromtheironwood.blogspot.com) written by Skylands member Don V. Don intends to
collect enough entries to ultimately publish an autobiographical introduction to Ásatrú book. –Ed.

M

y spiritual journey to return home to Ásatrú was far from my first encounter with the
Gods. I cannot remember a time when I wasn’t aware of the Gods of Asgard.
Admittedly my earliest recollections may come via Jack Kirby and Stan Lee. In 1966 Marvel
Comics began broadcasting cartoons of several of their most popular superheroes: Captain
America, Iron Man, Hulk, Sub-Mariner, and Thor. Each Thursday afternoon, I would sing
along with the Thor cartoon’s mini-anthem:
“’Cross the Rainbow
Bridge of Asgard,
Where the booming
heavens roar,
You’ll behold in breathless
wonder,
The god of Thunder,
Mighty Thor!”
But as young as I was when
Marvel aired the Thor cartoon, it
may not have been my first
awareness of Thor. I recall my
Dad bringing me comic books that
he would purchase from the local
newsstand. I was always excited
Thor from the 1966 TV cartoon
when he pulled them out of the
newspaper that he had tucked them inside. He read the stories to me before I was old enough
to read them myself. One of the first comics he brought home featured Thor. In 1968 Marvel
released a one-shot special called Tales of Asgard. I cherished this issue as it featured stories
starring Thor in the setting of the old Norse myths rather than as a crime-fighting superhero.
Certainly by 1968, I was already somewhat familiar with the stories that Marvel was retelling
in comic book form.
My love of mythology and especially Norse mythology is one of my earliest childhood
memories. I thrilled to stories of the Greek and Roman Gods but recall always preferring the
stories of the Norse. I loved reading a book called Norse Gods and Giants that was an illustrated
version of the myths by Ingri and Edgar Parin d’Aulaire. A Google search reveals that it was
first published in 1967.
In the 1980s I became obsessed with the music of Richard Wagner. I read side-by-side
German to English versions of the librettos of his operas and became very familiar with his
highly personalized retelling of the tales of the Gods and the Nibelungs. During these years I
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was determined to better know his source material and read through copies of Snorri
Sturluson’s Prose Edda and the medieval Germanic heroic tale Nibelungenlied.
When my daughter was born at the end of the decade, I had
decided to raise her with the heroic and noble stories that I
loved so much as a child. I searched out a copy of
d’Aulaire’s book, which was now retitled, D’Aulaire’s Book of
Norse Myths. Her Grandfather bought her a nice wooden
rocking horse. I suppose most children would imagine
themselves on a farm or perhaps a ranch – perhaps even
reenacting tales of the Wild West, but not my kid. I had
found a plastic Viking helmet and a t-shirt with Sleipnir
(Odin’s wondrous horse) appearing like an eight-legged
version of “My Little Pony” at a local Scandinavian festival.
With Wagner’s “Ride of the Valkyries” blaring from stereo
speakers, my toddler, with long blonde braids hanging out
from her helmet rocked her horse as if she were riding as
part of Odin’s Wild Hunt itself.
Tales of Asgard comic book 1968

Needless to say I was not starting from a blank slate when I
began my exploration of Ásatrú. I certainly needed to gain a better understanding of what was
known of the Gods from the original source material – rather than Wagner or Marvel. I
expanded my collection of reference materials with a modern retelling of the lore, The Norse
Myths by Kevin Crossley-Holland. Crossley-Holland is a great place for a newcomer to begin
as it acquaints one with the most important
stories without the challenges of the language in
the earlier source material. I also acquired the
most critical volume of source material for the
modern heathen, The Poetic Edda. The Poetic
Edda is a collection of the earliest versions of the
stories of the Norse Gods that exists today –
some of which even date back to pre-Christian
times. (I'm quite sure I was the only one at a
local beach resort that summer reading Lee M.
Hollander's translation of The Poetic Edda under
an oversized umbrella designed to block the
Sun's rays.) I rounded out my early purchases
with a copy of the 13th Century Icelandic
tale, The Saga of the Volsungs – a key source for
Wagner who read an early German translation
in the early 19th Century.
I have read that Ásatrú is a religion with
homework. Indeed that description seems
fitting. The sources seem almost unending. In
addition to the critical books noted above there
is Heimskringla: History of the Kings of Norway,
the Saga of the Icelanders, Tacitus’s 1st
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Crossley-Holland's The Norse Myths

Century Germania, and Saxo Grammaticus’s History of the Danes among others.
With each fresh read the old-cobwebbed stories began to shine again.
“Then in the grass the golden figures,
The far-famed ones, will be found again,
Which they had owned in olden days.” (Voluspa 60)
Indeed, I was not learning of some foreign or strange Gods. I was not stumbling through
incomprehensible texts of some alien culture.
I simply found again that which was always there.
By Don van den Andel 26 November 2017
Copyright © 2017 Tales from the Ironwood

Tribal Milestones
Alex K. celebrates a Birthday on 7 February. Happy Birthday Alex!

Page 6

Skylands February Calendar
Meet and Greet
Join us for an informal meet-and-greet at the Long Valley Brew Pub. The Long Valley Brew
Pub features handcrafted ales with seasonal brews and upscale pub fare served in an 18th
Century stone barn.
This is a perfect opportunity to get to know us, learn a little about what Ásatrú is (and isn't),
and in general have a good time in a relaxed atmosphere.
Date: Saturday, February 10, 2018
Time: 05:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Location: 1 Fairmount Road, Long Valley, NJ
Ásatrú 101
Ásatrú 101 classes are designed for both the beginner who wants to learn the very basics, to the
advanced Ásatrúar who is interested in hearing new perspectives, and learning how we at the
Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship do things.
The subject of this week's class is Cosmology. We will discuss the structure of the universe
from the perspective of the lore of our ancestors. What are the Nine (or is it Seven?) Worlds,
and who lives there?
Date: Sunday, 11 February 2018
Time: 02:00 PM to 03:30 PM
Location: Morris County Library, 30 E. Hanover Ave., Whippany, NJ
Full Moon Offering
Date: 31 January 2018
Date: 1 March 2018
New Moon Offering
Date: 15 February 2018
Everyone is encouraged to make an offering to his or her local land-spirits. By making regular
offerings, we increase our bonds of friendship with the spirits of the earth. Such offerings may
be made on the Full Moon or the New Moon.
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Save the Date!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meet & Greet – Sat., 10 Feb.
Meet & Greet – Sat., 24 Mar.
Sumarmál – Sat., 21 Apr.
Columcille Hike – Sat., 19 May
Midsummer – Sat., 23 Jun.
Kutztown Folk Festival – Sat., 30 Jun.
Haustblot – Sat., 22 Sep.
Winter Nights – Fri.-Sun., 12-14 Oct.
Krampusnacht – Sat., 8 Dec.

Help Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship
Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship runs both Ásatrú 101 classes and Rûna Workshops. We hold
celebrations for the major holidays in the heathen calendar. We run several on-line sites and
produce this newsletter. All of this is possible through donations from members and friends.
Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship.
Donate today! http://www.skylandsasatru.org/?page_id=183

Follow Skylands On-line!
For more information about our tribe and upcoming events, please visit our website
at www.skylandsasatru.org
Don't forget to friend us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/skylandsasatru/
Remember to sign up for our events on our Meetup page: http://www.meetup.com/NJAsatru/
Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship is also on Twitter. Follow us
at: https://twitter.com/Skylands_Asatru
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About Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship
The Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship is a recognized 501(c)(3) religious organization based in
northwest New Jersey. We practice the religion called Ásatrú, which is the modern expression
of the ancient religion of the people of northern and western Europe before they converted to
Christianity. We hold regular gatherings, some religious, some educational, and some social.
We encourage anyone whose ancestors once worshiped the Gods and Goddesses of the North
to “come home” to Ásatrú. You're welcome here!

Skylands Report is the official newsletter of the Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship
(SAF). It is a celebration of the accomplishments, the activities, and the plans of the
SAF.
Published by Sigurd Press
Edited by Donald van den Andel
We welcome submissions of essays, short stories, poetry, and artwork. Write to us
at fellowship@skylandsasatru.org. We would love to hear from you.
Skylands Ásatrú Fellowship
Post Office Box 471
Mount Olive, NJ 07828
All rights reserved. No part of this newsletter, either in part or in whole may be
reproduced, transmitted or utilized in any form or by means without the
permission in writing from the publisher.
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